PLEBISCITE   OF   1918-1919
tinuance of British Occupation, was in favour of such rule,
either direct or in support of an Arab Government, the picture
was not so definitely clear-cut; public opinion was not so one-
sided; nor was pro-British sentiment so preponderant as the
declaration and the reports forwarded to the India Office might
seem to indicate. The instructions issued by the Acting Civil
Commissioner, the method of selecting those who signed the
declarations, the personal interviews conducted by the Acting
Civil Commissioner and by the Political Officers and the safe-
guards adopted so that none but favourable views might be
registered, precluded a 'genuine expression of local opinion' in
Iraq from ever finding its way to H.M. Government, unless the
local opinion were satisfactory to the Civil Administration itself.
The knowledge that all statements of opinion with signatures
and seals would be forwarded to the Government by the
Political Officers in accordance with instructions, made it
certain from the beginning that most notables both tribal and
urban, in order to keep themselves in the good books of the
Hakuma or Government would make the protestations of
loyalty and devotion which the British authorities so manifestly
desired,
Not all of the measures taken to ensure favourable declara-
tions were so indirect. Seven Arabs were deported from
Baghdad for their activities in connection with the plebiscite.
The declaration of the chosen representatives of the Baghdad
Muslims, far from being accepted as the official declaration as
originally intended, was dismissed as being unrepresentative of
the politically and economically important inhabitants of
Baghdad.x The opinion formulated by the city of Karbala, the
second most important of the Holy Cities of 'Iraq, was 'never
expressed officially',2 on account of the opposition to British
rule which it contained. No declaration was obtained from
1 Memo, on Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, p. 6.
2 Admin. Report, Shamiyah, 1919, p. 30.  Cf. Admin. Report, Hillah Division,
IQIQ (Baghdad, 1920), p. 17.
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